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I can still remember the worst vacation I ever had.  My father and his best friend took us to Florida for a grueling week of intense entertainment.  My father’s vacation strategy was, “cram as much fun into the designated period for the least expense.”  With this in mind, he rented a twelve-passenger van and filled it with nine people (my father, my brother, my sister, my two cousins from Connecticut, my father’s best friend, Bobby, his wife and his youngest daughter, and myself), then drove straight through to Florida.  In order to save money on lodging, the nine of us stayed in a one-bedroom, one-bathroom condominium that belonged to Bobby’s father.  We spent each day of our vacation at an amusement park.  Because the condo was an hour or two away from either Disney World or Busch Gardens in Tampa Bay, we awoke at dawn, shoveled in a bowl of cereal, and left by 6:00 am to be at the park when it opened.  We always stayed until the park closed to get the maximum amount of entertainment.  We would eat only once during the day, usually around 3:00 pm because park food was just too expensive.  We ran through the parks from ride to ride in early August heat and only managed a shower every second or third day.  Our last day in Florida, we left the Tampa Busch Gardens and drove through the night to reach the Williamsburg Busch Gardens in Virginia by daybreak.  My father and Bobby deposited the rest of us at the park and took a motel room for the day so they could sleep.  When the park closed at midnight, they drove us the rest of the way home to New Jersey.  We all were exhausted, not to mention smelly, and by the time we got home, we needed a vacation.


A vacation is a period of release from work or the act of vacationing according to Webster.  Taking a vacation usually implies going away, traveling to Florida for example.  All vacations are opportunities to escape daily responsibility and do something enjoyable rather than necessary.  No matter where one goes on vacation, the people he or she travels with determine the type of vacation.  Weather it is a traditional, family vacation, romantic getaway, or a road trip with some buddies, every kind of vacation is an opportunity to get to know the people, one vacations with, better and share a common experience that will be an enduring bond.


The traditional family vacation is always a logistical nightmare.  Finding a vacation destination that is interesting and exciting for people of various ages is the first real chore.  Then the decision to fly or drive plagues the vacationing family.  Driving makes everyone irritable.  The passengers in the back are cramped, bored, and apt to start fighting with each other, while the driver gets fatigued.  Flying, on the other hand, is much more expensive, not to mention the difficulties of boarding with a bunch of over-excited children and all their things.  It is also very important to budget properly when traveling with your family.  Children want food, snacks, souvenirs, and all sorts of things that cost extra.  If there is no room in the budget for these kinds of things, the parents have to keep telling the children, “No!” and that makes everyone unhappy.  The vacation becomes more about the things one could not do or have, than actually having fun.  Camping is a type of family vacation where budget does not factor substantially.  It takes the emphasis off the vacation activity and places it on the people who are sharing the time.


The romantic getaway is a vacation one takes with his or her significant other.  The honeymoon is the best example of a romantic getaway.  These types of vacations are restricted to a pair of lovers and designed to deepen the love they share and intensify an intimate relationship.  Destinations for romantic getaways often include Paris, the Caribbean, mountain top ski lodges, and any place the scenery is spectacular and the bedrooms are luxuriously appointed.  Location becomes the key factor of a romantic getaway, however the strength of the relationship between the lovers makes this type of vacation a success.  When in love, a person’s perception of the world alters and everything is more beautiful.  A pair of lovers could vacation in a borrowed apartment in the heart of Newark, and as long as the bed proved comfortable and good take-out existed in the area, the couple could have the most romantic getaway of their lives.


Lastly, the road trip describes the kind of vacation where a group of friends take-off for the soul purpose of having fun.  The destination can be a hockey game in Montreal, a rock concert in Boston, or the beaches of North Carolina.  The fun is in the getting there.  Even when disaster strikes on these vacations, for example the car breaks down and the group has to hitchhike to a gas station, it is bearable because of the company.  The adventure and the misadventure of a road trip is a cherished memory for the group of friends that shared the experience.


Fourteen years have passed since I went on that dreadful trip to Florida with my family, but I never forgot it and never will.  Whenever I get together with my cousins, we recall the little details that burned themselves permanently into our memories.  For instance, my father fell asleep on the toilet in the men’s restroom at one of the parks and we couldn’t find him for an hour, or how my brother, Rob, had to sleep under the little kitchen table at the condo.  We joke about our “Cambodian Death March” vacation and it brings us together like nothing else.  The hours we spent in that rented van, sleeping on each others shoulders, squabbling over the window seats, and making fun of Tyler’s webbed toes, made that vacation one of the richest experiences of my life.
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