
Is a song merely a poem set to music?  If a song is written down, does it lose its essential meaning?  Can a poem be more powerful and compelling without a melody?  Songs and poems are cousins in the family of human expression.  Edwin Arlington Robinson wrote a poem in 1997 about a man, Richard Cory, who seemed to have everything.  In 1966, Paul Simon adapted this poem into a song by the same title.  Both the Poem and the song are about the same man, Richard Cory, and have basically the same meaning.  However, Paul Simon takes liberties with tone and time period to transform Robinson’s emotionally evocative poem into a stirring social commentary and satirical metaphor.   The strength of each piece relates directly the different goals of the two authors.  The poem and the song tell the same story, but it is in the telling that the reader finds two separate truths.


Both Robinson and Simon use irony to great effect.  They both describe Richard Cory as the sort of man people envy.

